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which the so-called Medical Department of Ghanapur
had degenerated. In addition to the hopelessly inade-
quate equipment of the hospitals and dispensaries, and
the disgraceful inefficiency of the medical staff, the city
and its surroundings were indescribably filthy and
saturated with malaria. The initiation of an anti-malarial
campaign was the major's first task, and in this the Raja
exhibited the greatest interest.
As the ruler's tampering with State funds had stopped,
at least temporarily, there was sufficient money in the
Treasury for the commencement of a long delayed
scheme of sanitary reform. The Raja was glad to lend
his name to measures likely to restore his waning prestige
and popularity, and bowed to the inevitable with a show
of good grace. He knew that the retention of his
throne depended upon an immediate and very great
improvement in the administration of his State. He
sought consoktion in the thought that the reforms,
although not originated by him, at least would help to
realize his youthful ambition to promote the happiness
and welfare of his subjects. To insure that posterity
should associate him with the good works he had been
compelled to initiate, the Raja determined that the new
hospital and all other civic improvements should be
known as the Fatehgirji Benefactions. The Maharaja had
yet another motive for encouraging the activities of
Major Jones. Malaria was rife in the palace, both the
Maharaja and his wife suffered from the tropical scourge,
and most of their servants and retainers had recurring
bouts of fever.
Major Jones had carte blanche. Liberal funds were
placed at his disposal, sanitary gangs were organized
under experienced imported supervisors, the elimination
of mosquito-breeding pools in die vicinity of the city was
put in hand, and quinine was distributed gratis through-
out the State. In these much needed operations,
Durrant was of the greatest assistance to the doctor, and